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INTRODUCTION

NEC FUTURE: creating a vision for the future of passenger 

rail travel in the Northeast

ONTRACK: creating a vision for transit-oriented 

communities of all scales along the NEC

Steps
• Develop generalized station typologies based on NJ 

NEC stations

• Establish development guidelines for each typology 

that foster a connection with the corridor

• Propose planning best practices to realize the goals of 

the development guidelines

Phase II: apply the framework

ONTRACK



Studio Goals

Provide options and toolkit for communities impacted by NEC 

Future plan

“Market the Future”

Provide realistic and ideal pictures for development paths

Maintain sustainability as a tenet

Show communities how to take advantage of increased service 

under NEC Future

Illustrate strengths and weaknesses of each development path



STATION TYPOLOGIES
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Scope of Work

Finalize station typologies and development guidelines

Choose 1-2 existing or proposed sites as case studies

Apply the framework to develop site-specific 

plans that fulfill the mission of the 

NEC Future plan:

• Land use regulations

• Economic development

• Resilience and sustainability

• Transportation
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City CenterSuburban Neighborhood 

Center
City Center stations are 

characterized by high 

accessibility, intense 

population density, and a 

considerable use of 

commercial activity within 1 

mile of stations.

Neighborhood Center 

stations serve small to 

medium size urban areas that 

are usually within commuting 

distance of major urban 

centers. A mix of higher and 

medium density housing 

surrounds stations, while 

single-family housing is 

prevalent further away from 

the station.

The Suburban category 

serves areas outside and on 

the fringes of City and 

Neighborhood Centers. 

Often commuters will travel 

to these Station by car and 

park thus coining the term 

‘Park and Ride’. Each of 

these stations are highly 

frequented by those 

commuting for work.



• Support multimodal 

station access

• Encourage mixed-use 

development

• Increase municipal 

tax revenue

• Accommodate 

anticipated station 

area demand for the 

year 2040

Development 

Guidelines



Transit Oriented Development 

Case Studies



The Process
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Final Site Plan



Suburban conceptual oblique

Final Site Plan



Suburban policy – take from doc





Suburban development impacts – take from doc
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Town center policy – take from doc



Town center policy – take from doc



Town center development impacts – take from doc
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